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— 5 general uſefulneſs of this 
ſhort, yet full, Diſcourſe upon it, 

have for à long time made me 
earneſtly defiraus of its falling in- 
to the bands of many, that they 
may ſee Religion in ſuch a view, 
taken from the holy Scriptures, in 
which the nel judgment muſt 


' own it to be perfectly rational in 


#ts principles, and the moſt Cor- 
rupt heart muſt confeſs it to be 
equitable in ils precepts z @ View 
from qwhichthe unlearned may gein 


much uſeful knowledge ; the learn- 
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ed in what the Author calls Abſo- 
lute Theology may increaſe their; 
by the valuable acceſſion of the 
Comparative here treated of; thoſe 


profeſſors of Chriſtianity who, 


for want of a clear underſtand: 


ing of their religion, take up 
20th the form of Godlineſs, no? 
being aware that they are denying 

{oy neglecking to attain it) the 
Power thereof, may learn to ror- 
rect their miſtake ; finally, the ſin- 
cere Chriſtian may reap much com- 


fort, and be ae ed! oy in bis 


500) faith, 


T had nv von way to attain 
this end, than to engage a bookſel- 
ter, on terms wholly to bis advan- 
tage, to make a new Edition of the 


Treatiſe. And I giadly baden 


#his opportunity of giving @ ſbort 
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acrrunt of the excellent Author e 
wot ſo much as his Name having 
been prefixed to any Engliſh Edi- 
rion hitherto, and in a latter La- 
tin Edition in 1708 (not in the 
firſt) only his name with the ad- 
dition Th. D. er P. i. e. Doc- 
tor and Prof for of - e | 


Dr. JAMES GARDEN, the 
Ae ung the elder fon of Mr. 
Alexander Garden, Miniſter o 
Turreff, in tbe dioreſe Lis 3 
He was born A. Dom. 1645, on 
the 3d day of May, inthe Caſte 
of Frendraught in Aberdeenſhires 
into which his mother had fled 
jo metime before, to avoid the in- 
fults of the rolling Parties that 
infeſted the country, it being then 
the heat of the Rebellion. He 

gave pregnant proofs, awhile but 


4 The Epirok 
a School-boy, of bis. genius and 


capacity; as be continued to do 


at the Univerſity af Aberdeen; 
where having ſtudied Philoſophy 
in the King's College, taken his 
Maſter's . with ee, 

and afterward applied I iviſelf to 
the ſtudy of Divinity, be was at 
the uſual age judged worthy by all 
that knew bim to be admitted into 
holy Orders,* at a time and place 
where none were ordain d without 


4 Htrict ſcrutiny into their abili- 
lies and behaviour, Jn 1670, be- 
ing but 25 years old, and miniſter 


Y New ee, 4 pariſh i in the 


, = great and good Biſhop * who Was 


c Officio Chancellor of the Univerſity, had in the 
time of King JamEs the ſixth (of Scotland, but 


the firſt of England) made a thorough reformation 


in it, and lived to fee almoſt his whole Dioceſe 


fill'd with Clergymen of uncommon merit, that 
had been educated under his own eye, and train'd 
up under his direction. 
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neighbourhood of Aberdeen, and 
in the *gift of the King's College, 
he was appointed Viſitor of the 


record of a neighbouring Preſ- 


bytery (an office ſomething like 
that of an Archdeacon in Eng- 
land, but temporary) and after- 
ward executed the ſame office in 
other preſbyteries, He was alſo 
every year elected a member of the 


Synod of the dioceſe of Aberdeen, 


ill the Year 1656, in which he 


ceaſes 70 be named in the regiſters 
of that dioceſe. We find bim 


next, miniſter of Carnbee in 


Fife, in the dioceſe of the arch- 


biſhop of St. Andrews: from 


whence be was recalled, A. 1680, 


„ There are no Fellows there that claim the 
College-Livings according to their ſeniority, ei- 


ther hy ſtatute or cuſtom. So, the entruſting him 
with fo confiderable a pariſh at his age, is à plain 


proof of that learued Body's opinion of his merit. 


* 
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Zo be Prof: fefanſdf Divinity in the 
King's College of A _—_ where 
he had 1 educated. To this 7 

e he was choſen in a, manner 
"That does him honour : which was 
this. The old regiſters having 
been deſtroyed in the time of. the 
Rebellion, they had no precedent 
of the form of electing or inſtitu- 
ting a profeſſor ; wherefore they 
agreed upon the follawi ng one for 
the preſent. occaſion... very mi- 
niſter of the dioceſe gave a liſt, in 
writing, of three whom be judged 
3 be beſt qualified for that office. 
On a ſcrutiny, a ht of the three 
that had moſt votes was preſented 
to the biſhep, ta nominate which 
F them he moſt approved. The 
. biſhop nominated D/GARDEN. 
who ny ngly was ſolemnly in- 
«| JO Profeſſor of Divinity, en 
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himſelf with univerſal applauſe in 
the publick diſputations, inwhich 


be maintained Theſes De Effica» 


cid Gratiæ. This Biſhop was the 
Pather of the excellent Mr. Scou- 
GAL, Author of * The Life of 
God in the Soul of Man, 2250 
had ſat four years in the ſame 


Chair ; "whom to be judged worthy 


to ſucceed, was an honour Dr. 
Garden obtained by uni verſal con- 


ſent, and maintained to the laſt, 


unſtai ned and unqueſtioned. 


* When a man has, frony the ſollowing Trea- 


tiſe, got a right notion of Religion; he cannot find 


a more ſkilful, and hardly ſo agreeable a guide to 
the Practice of it, as the amiable Mr. Sceugal:; 
whoſe ſmall Treatiſe of The Life of Gad in the Sou! 
of Man ( i. e. of the divine Life of a Chrif/ an) 
like his other writings, breaths the pure Spirit of 


Love, under the direction oi the oundeſt judg- 


ment, | 
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After the Revolution, Epiſco- 
pacy was aboliſhed, and Preſoytery 
eftabliſhed in Scotland;  where- 
1 upon it was required of all Pro- 
KH feſſors of Divinity, that they 
| ſhould ſubſcribe the Weſtminſter 
{ Confeſſion of Faith, and the For- 
| © mula ſ called; both which Dr. 
Garden refuſed. Upon that he 
was cited lo appear in October 
. 1690, before a Commiſſion (or 
Committee) of "the Viſitation ; 
againſt whoſe right to judge in 
his cauſe be offered his exceptions ; 
but they were not admitted, and 
the Commiſſioners ordered bim t0. 
attend the general Viſitation fit- 
ting at Edinburgh. How they 
proceeded I cannot learn; but 
they ſeem to have remitted his 
cauſe to the (now Preſbyterian) 


Syncd of Aberdeen: For they 
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Joon after depoſed him for bis. 


refuſal above-mentioned to ſub- 
f/cribe the Weſtminſter Confeſſion, 
Fc. Hereupon be retired into the 
country, and with humble fub- 
miſfion to the Diſpenſation of 
Providence applied himſelf to 
huſbandry (the common refuge of 
the "Clergy, at that Time of diſ- 
treſs) for the maintenance f a 
large family, a Wife and ten 
Children ; and by the bleſſing of 
God on his endeavours he was 
enabled to give bis children a li- 
beral education, and bad the ſa- 
tisfaftion to ſee them creditably 
ſettled in the world before bis 
death; a great encouragement 
(as his only Daughter pioufly and 
juſtly remarks) to prefer a good 
| Conſcience to all worldly confi- 
derations, N SE 


* 


Oo 5: The Epirox 


In the end of Q. ANNE's Reign 
he attempted to recover his office 


Wit hour complyi 7 9 with tbe terms 


required in 1690, on taking the 
Oaths to the Government; — loft 
bs cauſe before the Lords of Seſ- 
fron. From them be appea led to 


the Houſe of Peers: but the 


Queen's death intervening, that 


affair n ved, 


T 
Several years before his death 
be returned to Aberdeen; where 
1 lad the bappineſs of his ac- 
arntance, reverencing bim as a 
Father, while be with a fatherly 
kindneſs gave me, as occaſion of 
fered, the moji uſe Ful inſtructions 
and prous admonitions. He was 
valetudinary, and the ſtrength of 
bis bealthy and vigorous conſtitu- 
tion much abated for a year." or 
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tuo before his death, which: hap- 
pened dn the 8th day of April, 
1726, being Good-Friday, in tbe 
81% year of his age, when be 
gave up bis Soul to God in peace 
and great tranquility. 


Theſe are the moſt confiderable 
out ward circumſtances and tranſ= 
actions of the Life of the Author,\ 
But the inward Lite of 4 Chrif- 
tian, which makes little ſhew in 
the eyes of the world, being hid 
with Chriſt in God, cannot be 
comprebended by any that have not | 
felt it. Worldly-minded men haue 
no reliſh of the continual. feaſt'of 
@ good conſcience : And a man of 
the fineſt genius for Arts and Sci: 
ences can no more, by the mere 
Arength of bis natural faculties, 
comprehend the nature and bleſſed- 


on the diſcovery 


TY ah 2 Jn in the Holy Ghoſt 


(in compariſon with which the 
true Chriſtin experimentally 
knows and feels that all other 
Joys are mere ſhadows) than the 


ali can imagine .where the 
charm lies that makes the Man of 


Genius ſo ardently and aſſiduouſly 

purſue his ſearch after knowledge, 
fo the neglect of thoſe pleaſures 
| of Senſe, in which He places his 
whole happineſs ; or what is the 
pleaſure in the ſearch, or the joy 


we can diſcern the outward Ef- 


fedts of this inward Diſpoſition 


of Mind, and reliſh the Fruits 
of this hidden Tree. We can, 
for inſtance, admire a Man calmly 


and chear fully refigned to the wiſe 
and good will of God, in the 


ne of the ſharpeſt afflifvions, 


of Truth, Yet 
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ſuch as wou'd wholly diſcuncert Us, 


and male our lives. à burden to 
us; and can ſee there is ſome 


ſuperior excellency in that mind 


which Me want, a firength and 
courage which we have not. 


In this true Chriſtian Fortitude 
of patiently bearing any, nay every 


bardſhip, rather than commit any 
Jin againſt God to obtain deli ver- 


ance, did this boly man excel, 
Caſt down from honour and plenty 

into objcurity and ſtraits, he was 
not caſt down in his Mind ; but, 
/ike Job, holding faſt his Integrity, 


went with chearful refignation to 


the humble work bis wiſe and good 


Lord appointed him; determin'd 
to ſuffer for Conſcience fake the 
greateſt evils rather than do the 


le. With" din Patience bu 
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its perfect work or full gs, 7 


and transformed a temper nanu. * 
rally warm into a ſweetneſs, gen- 6 
#leneſs, and kindneſs, that won the | © 

bearts of all that converſed with | © 

him. Under a deep fenſe of the \| 1 
unbounded Per fections of God, ni 
the littleneſs or nothingnefs of 1 
man, he was thoroughly humble, © ; 
Diligently ſeeking the honour. | 
that cometh from God only, he | 
fought none from men; never 
affetting to ſhew, bis learning and 
abilities. Where be could employ 
them for the Honour of God and 
the Good of Man, he did it wil- 
lingly ; but induſtriouſiy avoided 
the praiſe of men, being ſenſible 
(how eaſily «ve are ſeduced, even 

; | by juſt praiſe, to <hink better of 


' | ourſelves than we deſerve : for 


which reaſon, when be permitted 
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this ſmall treatiſe to he publiſhed, 
He would not ©; 2 his name to 
te pre efixed 70 17. A 


We di eee as an o, 
N inne ry to one of the annual 


courſes of divinity lecturet, while 


be was Profeſſor. Not being in- 
tended for public uſe, it lay by 
him for {Ns years, ti ll a learned 
forergner, having feen a manu- 
ſeript copy of it in the bands of 
@ friend of the author, and highly 
eſteeming it, thro' that friend cb- 


tained his leave to publiſh it in 


the original Latin. Soon after 

followed 4 German ?ranſlatron, - 

and ſeveral editions of it in both 

theje languages. It was fin pub- 

liſhed In Engliſh at London in 

17co, (be pn Tas at Edinburgh, 
85 
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16 The Eprrox, 
and * that at Glaſgow. Theſe 


editions I have compared with a 
latter (1 ſuppoſe à third) Latin 


edition, printed at Amſterdam, 
1708, by, Mr. Wetſtein; and 


finding. in the E nghſh tranſlation 


ſome expreſſions that are uſual in 


Scotland, and well wnderftood 
there, but. not ſo familiar in 


England, J have. ſubſtituted in 
their flead others. more intelligi- 


ble to an Engliſh reader. 1 have 
Allo added a few hort Notes 
Where I thought they might be 
of uſe to prevent the miſtakes or 


2 conjeruftt ons of. leſs attentive 


reoders, who often hajitly aſcribe 


2 meaning fo a writer upon 4 | 


curſory reading , fome one pa/- 


lage in his book, which: they 


would plarniy fee could not be 
Vis meaning, if they compared 


0 


e 
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that paſſage with' others,. or da 
@ more comprehenſive View 4 * 


nt r of the work: 


Tins 15 nds: I bad to. hes 
the reader of, concerning. the Au- 


thor and the Work itielf, and of 
the de en and manner of \ this 


edition; partly © from my own 


knowledge, partly from the in- 


formation of the two eldeſt, * Sons 


and tbe only + Daughter of the 
Author, and ſome other Friends. 
1 will now: no longer detain bim 
from reaping the fruit of bis 
attentive conſideration of what is 


AE and OR laid hay Die 


* patiick Garden, of Gray's-Inn, Bl: hk 
the Rev. Mr. James N of ae Fa 
Vorkſhire. | 


_ 7+ Margaret, the Wife of the Rev. Mr. David 
Gordon, of Pittenweem, in a the Shire PW File. & 
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1 | 
1 ö | in this Diſcourſe ( unleſs be peaſe 16 
ml | " firſt to caſt: his eye on'the, follow- S: 
138 ing true Character of the writer © 
it of it, given by a pious & Clergy- 


man that was acquainted with / *® 
him in the laſt years of his life, 
in a monumental Inſcription Þ  : 
and ] beartily pray that by ſeri- 
ous reflection on theſe true and 
ſolid grounds of pure and peace 
ble Theology, he may be di.. 
poſed both to ſtrive earneſtly | 
for, and firmly: adbere to, the 
Faith originally deliver'd to the 
Saints, amd alſo to avoid fool- 
iſh and unlearned Inquiries, which 
ſerve donly to breed: contention 
and quarrelling ; 3 [ fre Jude z. 
1 Tim. i. 4. 2 Tim. ii. 23. Tit. 
11. 9.] and may thoroughly in- 


'® The Rev, Me, Archibald Seaton, of Aber- 
deen. F See Page 21, 
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hibe the charitable and catholic 
Spirit of the Author, 
JOHN ROBER TSON. 


pircouz, in Somer ſelſbi re, 
March 1. 1756. 
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P. 21. l. ult. XVI. r. XVII. — P. 49. l. 11. 
greater r. great.— P. 53. I. 9. of Note, 
celtorative r. reſtauration. 
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Hic jacet ö 21 
venerabilis Sacerdos 
D. JACOBUS GARDEN, 
quondam S. T. P. 
in almo Collegio regali: 
Qui, cùm homo eſſet antiquæ fidei 
et verè Chriſtianæ ſimplicitatis, 
in Reipublicæ autem tempora incidiſſet 
infelicia, eheu ! et acerba, 
ſtatione pelli reditibuſque exui 
ita æquo animo ſuſtinuit, ut, 
cum tot jam aliis ipſe divitiæ ſint dedecori, 
ecce! illum pauperies ornaret. 


Fuit autem, 
teſtibus non amicis tantim 


ſed etiam vel omnibus inimicis, 
Vir doctrinà præſtans, 
ſermone modeſtus, 
animo ſummiſſus, 
moribus inculpatus. 
Cumque latenter vixiſſet 
Deo vivere et placere, 
non vero hominibus, ſtudens; 
anniverſario ejuſdem Diei 
quo CHRIST US cruciixus eſt 
octogenarius in Chriſto obdormivit. 
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DISCOURSE 


Concerning 


Colpath ris Till: 


The InTRODUCTION. , 5 


The ground of the diſtinfion of 7 The- 
ology into abſolute and compa- | 
rative. Both are deſcribed. In- 
conveniencies ariſing from the ig- 
norance of comparative, Theo- 
logy. The heads of. the PORE: 
ing diſcourſe. a „ 


$ 1. Nrno ue all the 
A E Parts of the Chriſti⸗ 

| OE an religion agree 
in this, that they are 

revealed and enjoined by Gov; and 
alſo, that they are directed to the 
abs unte bild Fern 


— 


2 CourAxATIVI 
glory e of Gop and the ſalvation of 


4 
men: yettheyarenotall of theſame FF 
weight and importance; but being q 


weighed in the balance of a ſound, 
judgment, ſome of them are found © 
to be more weighty than others. 
Fhe Prophets tell us, that mercy, 1 
the knowledge of Gor, and obedi- I 
ence to his commands, are more ac- 3 
ceptable to him than ſacrifices and 
burni-offerings, 1 Sam. xv. 22. Hol. 
vi. 6. And our bleſſed Lord calls 
Judgment, mercy, and truth, com- 
pared with Hilber F mint, cummin, 
and aniſe, ra Baptripa T 7 vous, the mere 


weighty things of the law, Matth. 
xxiti. 2g. From this conſideration 


there ariſeth a diſtinction or di vi- 
ſion of that till, knowledge and un- 
derſtanding, which is converſant 
about religion, and which is com- 
monly called Theology or Divini- 
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ty, into abſolute and reſpeAive or 


comparative. Abſolute Theology, or 
that knowledge of religion which 
I call abſolute, conſiders its ob- 


jet only as revealed and enjoin- 


ed, or inſtituted by Gop; and 
its buſineſs is, to find out thoſe 
things which are propoſed to us in 
the Scriptures to be believed or 
practiſed, and to diſcern and diſ- 


| tinguiſh them from all others. A- 


gain; C PEPE Erie Theology or the 
reſpective knowledge of religion, 


ponders the weight or importance, 
and obſerves the order, reſpect and 


relation of things belonging to 


religion; whether they be points 
of doctrine, or precepts, or ſacred 


rites; and teaches to diſtinguiſh 


and put a difference between the 
acceſſories of religion and the rin. 
A 2 


* * 
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4 COMPARATIVE 


cipals, the circumſtantial; and ſub- 
| fantials, the means and their ends. 


$ 2. In a ON” diſcourſe 
to our Divinity- lectures of the laſt 
year, ſpeaking of the differences 
about the Chriſtian religion that 
are in the Chriſtian Church, I 
touched this diſtinction by the by; 
and among the proper remedies of 
this evil, I mentioned the doctrine 
of COMPARATIVE THEOLOGY. 
And indeed the oftner J reflect 
upon, and the 'more narrowly 
I conſider this matter, I am the 
more convinced, and confirmed 
in my opinion, of the great uſe- 
fulneſs and neceſſity of this doc- 


trine. Nor do I much queſtion, 


but you, My Friends, will be eaſi- 
ly perſwaded to be of my mind, 


when you ſhall perceive that the 


- Ig 
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corrupt and dangerous ſtate of the 
Chriſtian Church at preſent is in 
a great degree owing to the want 


of this comparative knowledge of 
religion, or of a due regard, had 
to it. For, that among all ſects 
and parties . of Chriſtians, , true 


piety is neglected, and divine 
charity and brotherly love is 


waxed cold;. that they are. cold 


and remiſs in rooting. out the 
luſts and depraved alf dog of 


corrupt nature, when in the mean 


time they lay themſelves out 
with zeal and application for 


the propagating ſome opinions 
that are either obſcure or un- 
certain, but no ways neceſ- 
ſary, and for the ſuppreſſing 


others of the ſame nature which 


are not hurtful; that ſome reli- 
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gious rites and ceremonies are 
pertinaciouſly retained by ſome 
Chriſtians, and as obſtinately re- 
jected. by others; that they are 
at peace with vice and vicious 
perfons, while they wage a cruel 
war with error and erring perſons: 
theſe things are not ſo much to 
be imputed to the want of an ab- 
folute kncwoledge of religion, as of 
that which is comparative. No 
more can this be attributed to 
their being ignorant of any Chriſ- 
tian precept, or of any abſolute 
divine truth that is of any im- 
portance to ſalvation : but it is be- 
cauſe the generality of Chriſtians 


either do not know, or will not 
conſider how much repentance, ſelf- 


denial, mortifying of the fleſh, cha« 
rity, humility, c. are of more 


weight than orthodoxy or a ſcund 


re 
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belief, and fiu and vice more hate- 
ful than error; the eſſential Princi- 
ples of religion excepted in both 
caſes. Since then the uſe of 
COMPARATIVE THEOLOGY.'is of 
fo large. extent, both for order- 
ing = lives and manners of pri- 
vate Chriſtians aright, and for ſet- 
tling the publick affairs which 
concern the peace of the Churches 


within themſelves, and their mu- 


tual concord with one another: 
I preſume, Dear , Fellow-Students, 
it will be a good office done to 
you, and no way diſagreeable to 
the reſt of my hearers, if I ſhall 
furniſh you with a key, by which 
you may enter into the moſt re- 
mote and intricate receſſes of this 
ſo often commended Theology , 
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8 3. To proceed methodically 
in this diſcourſe, I ſhall compriſe 
what I. have to ſay under 12 
general Heads. Firſt, I ſhall g 
a rude draught and general >» 
of this Theology. Secondly, 1 ſhall 
deſcend to a more particular de- 
ſcription of it. And in the 2 bird 
place, I ſhall lay down ſome con- 
cluſions or poſitions, which na- 
turally flow from this doctrine of 
Comparative Theology, and are wor- 
thy of Seh obiervation. Men 
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I/herein Comparative Theology is 
handled in a general way. The 
tate wherein man was created. 
Man's duty in that ſlate. The 
| reaſon of the prohibition concern- 
ing the Tree of knowledge of 
good and evil. The fall of man 
pccafion'd the enlargement of religi- 


; on. Ageneral idea of this Theology. 
$4. S to the Firſt, it is to be 
conſidered, that the % 


ſence of religion, or. of the duty 
which man owes to Gop, or which 


Gop requires of man, in whatſo- 


ever ſtate, whether that of inte- 
grity and innocence, or reſtorati- 
on after the fall, or conſummated 
felicity, doth ſolely conſiſt in the 
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LOVE OF Gop, as our Saviour 
teaches us, Matth. xxii. 37. where 


he ſays, that the firſt and greateſt 
commandment of the law is, to 
love the Lox D cur Gop with all 
our heart, and with all cur ſcul, and 
with all our mind, and with all our 


ſtrengtb. For Gop being ſelf- 


ſufficient, and independent of all 


other beings, did not in the leaſt 


ſtand in need of the creatures and 
their ſervice: but being determi- 
ned, not by any neceſſity, but by 


a moſt free, and unconſtrained 


act of his good pleaſure, to take 
his delight with ſomething with- 
out himſelf, he did for that end, 


after the creation and fall of the 
angels, make man in his own image 
(that is of a nature like his own) 
with whom he might live in friend- 


ſhip, and have all things in com- 
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mon; by offering himſelf, with 


all his glorious and amiable per- 
fections to be delightfully enjoyed 
by man, and by receiving from 
him the grateful return of a reci- 


procal love and affection. And 


becauſe man is a creature made up 
of a ſoul, EN if ita 1 055 


world, and furniſned it with innu- 


merable objects for the delighting 
the outward ſenſes, and recreating 


thoſe faculties which belong to 
the ſoul as it is joined and united 
to the body; and made man lord 
over it: to this end, that as the 
ſoul had Gon, the infinite good, 
fitted and proportioned to its vaſt 
capacity, ſo the body alſo might 
not be without ſuitable and delight 
B 2 
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ful objects. And to this deſign 
of Go in the creation of the 
world the hiſtory of it is exactly 
agreeable; in which we read that 
this whole viſible world was at firſt 
created and finiſhed, as a magni- 
ficent palace, richly provided with 
all kinds of furniture; and that 
after this, man, who was deſigned 


to be its lord and maſter, was 
made, and inveſted with the do- 


minion of it. 


2 


$ 5. For ſo great favours, ſo 


liberally diſpenſed unto man, Gop 
{ required, or rather expected no 


other teſtimony of a grateful mind, 
but Love. And that his love 
might be noble and free, generous 
and unconfin'd, not neceſſitated, 
it was the 
will of Gop, that man thould be 
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at his own diſpoſal: and therefore 
he endowed him with a free power 
of determining the acts and exer- 
ciſes of his faculties to theſe or the 
other objects; of adhering to Gop 


by love, or departing from him; 


and provided he ſtill continued to 
love Go p, and to place his de- 


light in him alone, nothing was 


forbidden him: all things were 


lawful unto him, and he was maſ- 
ter of power moſt free (not only in 
a phyſical, but alſo in a moral ſenſe) 


to diſpoſe of all his faculties, and 
of the creatures ſubjected to him, 


at his pleaſure, and that without 1:4 
any offence to Gop. As for the A 


tree of knowledge of good and evil, 
concerning which the Scriptures 


inform us, that Go Dp charged 


Adam not to cat of it; this was not 


done out of envy, as if Gop had 


14 Cour ARATIVE 


grudged him that pleaſant fruit, (as to 
he was ſlandered by the devil) or the 
intended in the leaſt to diminiſh | 

or infringe the full and free right 
and power which he had beſtowed } the 
upon him, of uſing his faculties *' by 
and all things under his command - to 
! At his pleaſure; without prejudice | vi 
| always to the love he owed to his an 
Maker: but it is not improbable, FF W 
that Gov having then diſcovered Ss. = 
in man ſome remote and dawning 0 W 


diſpoſitions to the love of the crea- 
; tures, did forbid him the/ uſe of 
; one tree, either becauſe his incli- 
nations to it were greater than was 
fit, or that by this ſymbol, he 
might keep man mindful, that he 
held all the reſt, whereof the free 
uſe was allowed to him, by right 
of vaſſalage only, with a depen- 
dence upon Gop, the Liege-lord, 
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the greateſt love. 


$ 6. After that man had abuſed 
the liberty beſtowed upon him, 
by transferring his love from Gop 


to the creatures, and had thereby 
violated the laws of his creation, 
and the league of friendſhip that 
was contracted with Gon; and 
had alfa loſt the love of Gop, and 
with it the bleſſed preſence and 
compa. of the Deity, who dwelt 
in his ſoul and filled it with ſi Rr, 
and joy, 3 eace; to which ſuc- 
ceeded EXE anguiſh and dif. 
quiet: After, I ſay, that man had 
made defection from Gop, and 
GoDp was determined to reſtore 
man, then did the confines of re- 
ligion begin to be enlarged, and 
beſides the dove of G op, which 


to whom on that account he owed. 
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was now loſt, but which ſtill holds 


the principal place among the di- 


vine precepts and duties of reli- 
gion, ſeveral other things were re- 


vealed, preſcribed and inſtituted 
to be obſerved by man, as being 


1 ſome of them uſeful, and others 


neceſſary for recovering the love of 
Gop that was loft, and for brihg- 


ing back man, that was gone 


Way, into the road of” *. Juty. 


$7. Our of what hath en al- 
ready ſaid, this ſuccin& and gene- 
ral idea of the doctrine of Compa- 


rative Theology doth ariſe, viz. In 


the ſtate of nature's integrity and 
innocence, the love of Gop made up 
the whole of religion; nor was 
there any other duty incumbent 
on man, but to love the Lord his 


God with all his heart, Again, 
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in the ſtate of nature depr 
conſidered as it is to be repair'd 
and renew'd, the ſame love f Gon 


ſtill makes the firſt, the chief and 


capital part of religion, which a- 
lone is deſireſi for itſelf, and for 
whoſe fake all the other things be- 
longing to religion are enjoined: 

fo that the love of GO p, being 
compared with the rem aining parts 
of religion, is the end to Which 


they all refer and lead as ſo many 


as * means. * 
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5 aA OT 21:31:35 Baya: 2 
ee this Theology. is more dis 
ſtinctly and particularly exp/ain- 
ed. I fcheme of the. Cbriſian 


- relegian, | fbewing the weight and 


- mportance of all the parts there- 


of. Two particular: e ere | 
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- diſtinct explication of this 
doctrine of Comparative Theology, 
thus ſummarily propoſed, we are 
in the next place to ſhew how, 
and in what order, all the other 
precepts and inſtitutiohs of religi- 
on do reſpect charity or the love 
of Gop, and ſerve for kindling up 
again that heavenly flame in the 
hearts of men, 
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§ 9. Firſt then „ inaſmuch as 
man had Ry widfated the 


league of Friendſhip into which 
Gov had youthfifeds ro admit him, 
and by transferring unto tlie crea- 


 taves the love and affection that is 
due to Go only, had drawn upon 
himſelf God's difpleafure, and ex- 
poſed himſelf unto etertial death; 
it Was immpoffible that he could 
be reſtored'tinto his for inler ſtare, 
without tl 
Go pärdoning his offence, on 


theſe terinis, and none more eaſy 


could be eicher deſired or granted) 


viz. That man ' ſhould return to 
his duty, that is, to the obe of 


Gov ; and chat for this effect Go D 
found alle Unt HA A compe- 


tent time, together with ſuch helps 


as were e peckten) for that purpoſe. 
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8 10. For obtaining of this mer- 
cy the interceſſion of a mediator was 
neceſſary; one who might pro- 
cure this by his merit and favcur 
with Gop. I ſhall not make it my 
buſineſs here to enquire into the 
cauſes and reaſons why Gov would. 
not be reconciled to fallen man, 
without the intervention of a me- 
diator. That he would not, is e- 
vident from this, becauſe for want 
of a mediator the fallen angels 
were precluded: from any acceſs. 
to the grace and favour of Gop.. 
But the reaſon why the Son of 
Go, paſſing by the fallen angels, 
undertook the cauſe of fallen man, 
ſeems to be partly the relation of 
the ſame common nature; For be 
ock not on him the nature off angels, 
but the ſeed of Abrabam, Heb. ii. 
16. And the virtue and efficacy of 
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de ogether 
he did, and ſuffered in, the fleſh, 
began to take place. immediate 


a ter man's tall, (whence our-bleſ- 


ſed Saviour is called tbe Lamb ſlain 
from the beginning of the warld, 


Rev. xiii, 8.) partly becauſe the 


whole race, of mankind falling:in 
and with the ſtock, the caſe; of 
Adam's poet deſerved commi- 
ler they. ing made, © DROX- 
ious unto, and involved in ever- 
laſting miſery, before they came 
to exiſt by themſelves out of their 
ſeminal principles, or to enjoy the 


—_ of has Saen and Way? 


2 . S . 
words, ard ſo draw a doctrine. from them not 
well agreeing with that of St. Paul, Heb. x. 2 55 
26. Conſtrue, Written from the beginning 
not, © ſlain from the betzinninz ; as is plain 
from Rev, Avi. 8. REES 
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8 11. To this mean'of: falvati- 
on, Which is placed without us, 
and hath no dependence upon us, 
that which anſwers on our part is 
love and gratitude to Jeſus Chriſt, 
who became our ſurety to GOD 
and Jab, whereby we aſcribe to 
him thoſe 
he hath purchaſed for us, and re- 
ty on his merits and interceſſion 


for the pardon of our fins, the ac- 


ceptarice of our ſervices with Gop, 
and the — of every: thing 
Ws is — for us 


wy 7200 add oo 3 which 
Chriſt procured A fallen man 1s 
only conditional, and the conditi- 
ons Which Gop requires of us in 
order to our being reſtored to his 


Favour (viz. That being unfeign- 


edly penitent for our ſins, we 
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mould return to Gon and our du- 
ty, reſtore unto him the full paſſeſ- 
ſton of our hearts, and both begin 
and ever continue to love him 
with all our ſoul) are ſuch as can 
not directhy. r and a 


of the thick cloudsof 1 nee, 


the corrupt affections wherewith 
fn hath filled our minds; there- 
fore ſome: means muſt of neceſſicy 
be preſcribed and made uſe of 
for this end, by which, as by fteps, 
we may gradually aſcend ta the 
perfect love of Gon, which is ſeat- 
ed, as it were, upon the high 


throne of religion. Such means 
hath Gop preſcribed: in his word, 


into the family oi religion: 
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8 13. Tis clear and evident in 
itſelf, that in returning to the love 
of Gop we muſt take a courſe quite 
contrary. to that by which man 
departed from it. Seeing then 


man loſt this love of Gor, not by 


enjoying of the creatures, or by 


entertaining himſelf with them, 


(both which he might lawfully do) 


but by uniting his heart unto them 


by love; it follows, that if we 


would have this divine fire to de- 


ſcend upon the altar of our hearts, 
we muſt of neceſſity extinguiſb and 
put out the impure and dirty love 
of the world, and of the creatures: 
for the love of Gop and the love 
of the creatures cannot ſubſiſt to- 
gether in one and the ſame ſub- 
jet, but do mutually expel each 
other out of the heart of man; 
For if any man love the world, the 
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love of the Pather is not in him; as 


St. John affirmeth, 1 John ii. 15. 
becauſe GOD requires that the 


heart of man be offered unto him 


whole and entire: My ſon (faith 
he) give me thy heart, Prov. xxili. 
26. Nor can he allow a rival with 
him in man's love : as ſoon as man 
admits new and ſtrange loves in- 
to his heart, GOD forſakes it as 
polluted and defiled. But ſuch is 
the good-will and mercy of Gov 
in Chriſt Jeſus towards. ſtraying 
man, that no ſooner is the heart 
of man offered unto him pure and 
void of the love of the creatures, 
but he is willing immediately to 
re-enter and dwell in it, and to fill 


it with divine light and j Joy- And 


to this mean of recovering the 


love of God do all thoſe Precepts 
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of religion belong, which forbid 
to love, covet or ſeeł after the world, 
its ricbes, honours, pleaſures, or any 
created thing. | 


Y 14. Again, as in order to the 
recovery of the love of God, the 
love of the creatures muſt be laid 
aſide ; ſo likewiſe, that man may 
be freed from this love of the 
creatures, it is needful that he ab- 
ſtain, as much as may- be, from 
the converſe and nſe of the creatures, 
thoſe eſpecially that are grateful 
13 and pleaſing to the 'fleſh : for, be- 
j ſides that it appears unjuſt and un- 
{| reaſonable, that. rebels and trai- 
| tors ſhould preſume to meddle 
| with the entertainments that were 

| provided for dutiful and obedient 
children; ſo unſteady and frail is 
human nature, ſince it was depra- 
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ved by ſin, that it cannot view nor 
enjoy thoſe delights, without be- 

ing intangled in their love. And 
therefore it behoveth us, in our 
food, cloathing, and other means 

of life, to reſt contented with 
things neceſſary, and induſtriouſſyſ x. 
to avoid ſuch as be delightful. 


-$ 15. What makes this part of 
our duty the- more eaſy, is the 
curſing of the earth, and the de- 
facement of, at leaſt, this ſublu- 
nary world, which by the wile 
and juſt providence of God was 
the conſequence of Adam's fall; 
by reaſon of which, the world, as 
it now 1s, differs as much from it- 
ſelf, as it was before the fall, as 
a mean workhouſe does from a 


wyal and magnificent palace. Con- 
D 2 
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cerning this corruption of the 
world "the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Rom. 
viii. 20, 21, and 22. where he 
ſays, * The creature was made ſubjet 
to vanity, but uct willingly; and that 


at laſt the creature itſelf ſhall be de- 
livered from the bonda ge of corrup- 


tion. If men be paſſionately in 


love with this wretched carcaſs of 
a world, what would they have 
done, if they had ſeen and poſ- 
fed it in its primitive perfection of 
| ner and beauty! 


$16. F urthermore, becauſe 2 


love is no leſs an enemy to the love 


Sir 1. Kierchbull on this text obſerves, that 


moſt writers, antient and modern, even the moR 


learned, have underſtood this text in the ſame 
ſenſe as this Author does; tho? he himſelf thinks 
with St. Auguſtine, that Klicig (the Creature) is 
meant of mankind only ; and is followed by Dr. 
Whithy ; but our Author's argument is concluſive, 
without the ſupport of this text. 
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of God, than is that of the other 


creatures, and does uſually raiſe 
trophies to itſelf upon the other's 
ruins, it mult of neceſſity be put 
off alſo. 
muſt keep up a conſtant warfare 
with our corrupt nature; all 
whoſe thoughts, counſels, and de- 


fires, are by the verdict of God 


himſelf, Gen. vi. 5. only and conti- 
nually cuil. Whatever it deſires 
muſt be denied it, and the things 
for which it hath an averſion muſt 
be forced upon it. 
nothing to gratify.it ; but its mo- 
tions muſt ſtill be reſiſted, to the 
end that being brought into ſub- 
jection, it may never more ob- 
ſtruct or retard the operations of 


God's Spirit, renewing man in the 


heart. And becauſe all theſe things 
ere hard and grievous, and very 


And to effect this, we 


We muſt do 


"== 


& * N * ; — 8 ve 1 * 1 
£ n if; r - . . 
x * 4 x. PIP MEE Dio EO 5 os, * r 1 
wi p TP 2 » » a, - $44 \ Sn. * ES wa VIE PII 2 — 3 kak I PR = ps, 8 4 a” 4 3 2 4 * COIL CANES 
S "Ob EO 2 Nn . 2 PFC . DEITY. 0 
. E * 8 ET 4a oP 8 8 \ Fs ASL) Rant > y 188 e r — 2 Fa LT Wor fx a E ra EY r : 
U is N * n 22 8 Wy — F ont an ito Ins 2 8 + SATA Sx ogy to SZ WE 
W ay \ 17 3 2 Y "v 4 Ke = 3 : 2 Mu CR * = TY 
l — a E 4 5 — : —— _—_— 3 L< — PID. - 2 
rn \ —_ I A *** 4 
N a W © Pap —_ 4 


© 
4 5 pl 7 1 
. 


S 
E 


= > SG 
ol N 0 * E L 


Dy 
* : Sgt . Ran 
ION PPP 


r 


30 COMPARATIVE 


unacceptable to our corrupt na- 
ture, we will never be thoroughly 
inclined to put them in practice, 
until the mind being duly affected 
with a ſorrowful ſenſe of ſin, and 
of its own miſery, do firſt groan 
under the burden thereof, and aſ- 
pire after deliverance from it- 
And theſe means which ſerve to 
extinguiſh the love of the creatures 
in the hearts of men, are the ſame 


which Chriſt and his Apoſtles ſo 
frequently inculcate in the holy 


Scriptures, when they enjoin us 
repentance, ſelf -demal, renouncing 
the World, crucifying of the fleſh, 
taking up of the croſs, and putting 
off the old man. 
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§ 17. Moreover, as it is only 
the gracious and immediate Preſence 


ef the Deity, filling the ſoul with 
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light and joy, that can beget 


therein the true love of God, which 
is the perfection of all religion 
ſo the other means of ſalvation, 
that I have already named, do 
ſpring from a higher and far more 
noble principle than our nature. 
For ſince the human nature, as 
it is depraved by ſin, is blind, and 
ſeeketh itſelf and its own advan- 
tages in all things, upon all occa- 
ſions; and ſeeing the precepts of 


| religion, of which we are ſpeak · 


ing, are moſt unpleaſing and hate- 
ful unto it: it is evident that a 
compliance with them cannot” be 
expected without the aſſiſtance of 
divine grace; and that, both inter. 
nal, which acte on the mind 


immediate , inſtructing, alluring, 
perſwading and exciting it; and 
alſo external, which worketh by 
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God that worketh in us both to will 


and to do, Phil. ii. 13. For the 
obtaining of this mean, which is 
N in God's power, there is re- 
quired on our part continual pray- 


the mediation of the outward 
5 ſenſes: So that it is not without 
ground that the Apoſtle ſays, 1 is 


the inſpirations of the Holy Ghoſt; 
AF, ſaith our Lord Chriſt, and ye 
| Foal receive, Matth. vii. 7. and, 
Grieve not the baly Spirit of Ged, 
faith yoo Apoſtle, 1 iv. 30. 


| { er, and a ready compliance with 


i $6 18. But inaſltnach as che! in- 
. manifeſtations of the Holy 
Ghoſt do require a calm and com- 
poſed mind; and the ſoft whiſpers, 
the ſweet and gentle voice of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching and admo- 


niſhing in the bottom of the heart, 
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cannot be heard and obſerved by ' 
unregenerate men, becauſe of the | 

obſtreperous noiſe and din of bluſ- ! 
tering and tumultuous paſſions and | 
luſts: therefore it became neteſ- 
ſary to call in the aſſiſtance of a | 
groſs and corporeal way of teach- | 
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ing, ſuch as might make its way 
to the mind through the external 
ſenſes. For this reaſon God ſent 
the Propbets, (to whom he had 
firſt manifeſted himſelf, partly by 
viſions repreſented to their fancies, 
ſometimes when they ſlept, and 
ſometimes when they were awake, 
and partly by a voice, and out- 
ward ſigns) that they might warn 
and admoniſh other men, in his 
name, concerning thoſe things that 
belonged” to the ſalvation.” Ar 
whereas, from Adam's fall down- 


> 
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wars,, mankind growing ſtill 
worſe, breaking out into diverſe 


kinds of ſins, and adding , new 
crimes to their old Wers, apared 


T RE. 


expedient,: that God ſhould. warn 
them of their danger by new ad- 
monitions from time to time, 
and that he ſhould multiply his 
precepts according to the diverſity 
of the fins, whereby men ignorantly 
and inconſiderately ſtrayed from 
the way of ſalvation; until at 
length the wickedneſs of men 
being riſen to an extraordinary 
height, and the revelations of the 
Prophets not being able to put a 
ſtop thereunto, the only begotten 
Son of. God, in his great love to 


mankind, putting on our mortal 


nature, with all its infirmities, (yet 
without ſin) vouchſafed to dwell 
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among men, that he might per- 
fectly inſtruct them in all that con- 
cerned their ſalvation, and in a frail 
and mortal body, like that which 
we bear about with us, might lead 
ſuch a life as is neceſfirily to be 
led byAll who ſhall be fa ved : that 
ſo, by a ſenſible experiment, he 
might convince us, that a Chriſ- 
tian life is not impoſſible to our 
frailty, when fortified with the aids 
of divine grace; and finally, might 
lay down his life for expiating the 


ſins of men. 


$ 19. Alſo, the * doctrine 

of religion, comprehending the 

diſcourſes and deportment of Jeſus 

Chriſt, together with the revela- 

tions of the Prophets and the 

Apoſtles, is recorded in the Scrip- 
21 
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tures, as in publick regiſters; that 
by this means it might be far 
and near diffuſed throughout the 
world. The Scriptures therefore 
are neceſſary, that the precepts of 
religion, and the means of ſalva- 


tion, already named, might be 


made known unto men. 


$ 20. But theſe are not yet all 
the expedients that God hath made 


uſe of for rendring man's return 


to bis ve, and his way to ſalva- 
tion, more plain and eaſy. Though 


all that men are concerned to know 
and practiſe, in order to their ſal- 
vation, be ſo fully and plainly de- 


livered in the Scriptures, that all, 
who are deſirous to learn them, 
may, with a due application, ea- 
ſily there diſcover them: yet there 


are many who do not apply them- 
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, ſelves to the reading of the Serip--, 


tures, and many who, blinded with 
prejudice, are ſlow to underſtand 
what they read; others are remiſs 
and negligent in performing what 
they do underſtand; and even they 
who have begun to tread in the 
paths of life, do many times 
through inadvertency ſtep aſide, 
or are hurried away by the vio- 
lence of temptations, and, being 
once fallen into ſin, do ſleep on 


ſecurely in it. To remedy which 


evils, theſe following expedients 
were provided. Paſtors were ap- 
pointed, whoſe office it is to in- 
ſtruct, admoniſh, reprove, and con- 
ſole. Religious Societies of Chriſ- 
tians, or Churches, were inſtituted, 


as uſeful for this end, that- Chriſ- 
tians might be helpful to one ano- 
ther, in promoting the common 
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work of their ſalvation, by in- 
ſtructing the ignorant, reclaiming 
ſuch as do err from the truth; raiſ- 
ing up thoſe that are caſt down; 
quickning the lukewarm; re- 


buking thoſe that commit ſin; 


and avoiding ſuch as be contuma- 
cious. Religious Aſſemblies allo, 
and publick Worſhip and Sacraments, 
were inſtituted ; which as they 
greatly contribute to the advanc- 
ing of Chriſtians, in faith and 


Paſtors and Churches are autho- 


riſed; to which we muſt give obe- 


dience, or be deprived of the be- 
nefit of publick worſhip, and of 
the ſacraments. And laſt of all, 
to the end that the publick affairs 
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of every Church might be rightly 


adminiſtred, that is, that every 


thing might be done decently and 
in order, and that communion 
might be kept up, and peace and 


concord maintain d among the 
Churches, eme was 


appointed. 


IE x wes 


turned over the, whole chain of re- 
ligion, beginning at the . higheſt 


degree thereof, via. TRR LOVE or 


Gop,, which alone is fought. and 


enjoined for itſelf ; deſcending 


from this to the immediate means 
whereby it is attained, and from 


them to ſuch as are more remote, 


until at laſt we come to the meſs re- 
mote of all. This account, which 
I have given of religion, furniſhes 
us with a key, whereby any one, 
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that. is but indifferently vers'd in 


theological ſtudies, may eaſily diſ- 


cover What place each part holds 
in the fem of religion; how 
one part ſtands related to ſuch 
other parts as are above, as a 
mean to the end; and to ſuch as 
are below it, as the end to the 


means: and in what degree of 


neceſſity every part ought to be 


held. But, for the ſake of be- 


ginners, I ſhall take notice of one 


or two of thoſe things in this 
ſcheme; that deſerve the wartet 
manner. | 


5 22. The firſt i is, t Ce 


-able difference between charity, or 
the love f God, and all the other 
parts of religion: among which 
it hath the pre-eminence, becauſe 
it alone is deſired for itſelf, and all 
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the reſt are inſtituted for its ſake; 


that, by their means and ſubſer- 
viency, mankind, which was fal- 
len from the pure and chaſte love 


of God, into the ſtrange and adul- 
terous love of the creatures, may 
be brought back to the love which 


they owe unto God. And thus 
charity is related to the other parts 
of religion, as the end is to the 


means; agreeable to the Apoſtle's 


plain inſtruction, The end of the 


commandment is charity, 1 Tim. i. 


3. Now, as the wooden frames 


and ſcaffolds, that are uſed in 
building, are taken away when the 
work is ended; as being then no 


longer uſeful ; ſo when the love of 


God Snap be perfected * in the 
2 


* ue is_ how: four to perſected in this life! 


The Apoſtle ſeems to ſpeak of the life to come : 
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hearts of thoſe that are to be 
ſaved, then Sacraments, Paſtors, 
Churches, the holy Scriptures, the 
renouncing of the world, the mor- 
tifying of the fleſh, repentance, 
faith, and all the other parts of 
religion that are diſtin& from Cha- 


4 } rity, ſhall ceaſe: as the ſame 


#0 4. 414. henry 


Apoſtle teacheth us, 1 Cor. xii. 8. 
Charity (ſaith he) never faileth : 
but whether there be prophecies, they 
ſhall fail; whether there be tongues, 
they ſhall ceaſe ; whether there be 
knowledge, it fhall vaniſh away. 
When that which is perfett is come, 
then that which is in part ſhall be 
done away. Now abideth faith, 


«© When that which is perfect (or perfeQtion in 
& love) is come, Sc. Beware of ſpiritual 
pride, and pull down no ſcaffolds *till you are 
ſure the building is compleat, 
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theſe is charity. 


TnkorloGYV. 43 
hope, charity; but the greateſt of 


$ 23. Another thing, that is 
to be diligently obſerved in this 
ſcheme, is the difference of thoſe 
parts of religion that are diſtinct 
from charity,, from one another, 
as they ſtand related to charity as 


to their end. And in this reſpect 
they are claſſed in a three-fold dif- 
ference. 1 hey are all means for 
recovering charity. But (1) ſome 
of them are neceſſary, and withal 
ſure and infallible : others (2.) 
are indeed neceſſary, but not ſure 
and infallible : and others, (3.) 
finally, are neither ſure and infal- 
lible, nor abſolutely and indiſpenſa- 
bly neceſſary. In the firft rank are, NR, 
faith in Feſus Chriſt the Mediator; b 
F 2 
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1 repentance; the mortifying of the le 
corrupt nature, or the old man; the if 
renouncing of tbe world with all its q 


Wl * pompsand vanities; and, finally, | 
ll! the weaning of the heart from the I ti 
Il! ; impure love of the world and all | C 
ml ; the creatures; which being once b 
| - rooted out, the love of God fuc- ; h 


c.ẽeds, and is kindled up and ſhed 1 


| | | abroad in the heart by the Holy Y 
[| ! Ghoſt. All theſe are indi/peyſably | y 
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neceſſary for recovering the ove of | n 
Ged, and they have a ſure and in- 1 
fallible mediate or immediate con- , + 
nexion therewith. In the /ſerond | 8 
rant ſtand the holy Scriptures; 5 o 
which, for reaſons already expreſ= |! 
ſed, are imply neceſſary; that men 11 
may attain to the knowledge of | . 
ſuch things as it concerns them to F 
know and practiſe, in order to | | 
their ſalvation. Which neverthe- | t 
A 
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leſs is not fo to be underſtood, as 
if thoſe, who were once well ac- 


quainted with the doctrine of re- 


ligion delivered in the holy Scrip- 
tures, could not afterwards live a 
Chriſtian life' without thoſe ſacred 
books: For as Auguſtine writes in 
his treatiſe of Chriſtian dofrine, lib. 
1. ch. 39. As a man grounded 
in faith, hope, and charity, and 
retaining them ſtedfaſtly, needs 


<« not the Scriptures, except it be 


„ for the inſtruction of others; 
<« thus by theſe three many live 
« in the deſert without books. 
„ Whence I think that in them is 
„ fulfilled. that ſaying, Whether 
<« there be prophecies, they ſhall fail; 
”* a tongues, they ſhall ceaſe, or 
ce knowledge, it ſball be acfiroyed, 
« &c.” But though the Scrip- 
tures be neceſſary in the degree I 
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have mentioned ; yet are they not 
ſure and infallible means of ſalva- 


tion: ſince very many {0 7 thoſe 
them 


who have them, and re: 
daily, come ſhort of it; not for 
any fault in the Scriptures, but 
in the perſons themſelves, who 
take no care to order their lives 
and manners according to the pre- 
cepts therein delivered. 


5 24 In the third rank of means 
of ſalvation, which are neither *a+- 
ſelutely and indiſpenſably neceſſary, 


nor ſure and infallible, are included 


Paſtors, religious Socteties or Churches, 
Sacraments, publick Worſhip, Eccle- 


The Latin Original (ap. Wetſten, 1708) has 
« quz neque abſolute neceffaria neque certa, &c, 
in & 23 (3.) where this point is propos'd which is 
here treated of, theſe words are expreſſed; as 
they are alſo a few lines below, See alſo the 
NEXt note, 


% ˙ ²˙ͤʃV vd oe ES ̃ ⅛ T.... ves woo a. o.. 


TREOLOG PWC. 47 
fraſtical Polity or Church-diſcipline, 
and if there be any other inſtiruted 
by God for this end, that men may 
be excited to learn, or keep in 
mind, or practiſe the duties of re- 
ligion, that are fully and clearly 
delivered in the Scriptures. That 
theſe have no ſure and infallible 
connexion with the ſalvation of 
men, is more evident than to 
want either proof or illuſtra- 


tion. And although Chriſtians 


ought not to neglect or deſpiſe, 


but to make uſe of them when 
they can be had, as well becauſe 
they are preſcribed by God, as 
that in the right uſe of them many 
excellent advantages may be reap- 
ed ; yet this will not make them 


abſolutely and indiſpenſably neceſſary 


to ſalvation : For it is certain, that 
ſuch as have the Scriptures, if 
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they carefully and diligently pe- 
ruſe them, may both diſcover the 


way of | falvation marked out in 


them; and having found it, may 
begin to walk in it; and, by the 
aſſiſtance of God's Grace, may 
conſtantly perſevere therein, until 
at laſt they work out their ſalva- 
tion : although they hve in ſuch a 
corner of the world, where they 
have no opportunities, either of 


Preachers, whom they may hear; 


or of Churches, to which they 
may join themſelves ;. or (by con- 


ſequence) of Sacraments, of which 
they may partake. Of this we 


have notable inftances in ſome of 


* This is the only caſe in which they are not 
indiſpenſably neceſſary. The wilful or conceited 
neglect of them is part of the character of a man 
ignorant in Comparative Theology, See the con- 
clufion, & 3dly, He will, c.“ and 8 There 
is no, &c. 
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the Hermits, particularly in 
Paul, the firſt of them; who hav- 
ing paſſed his whole time, from 
his blooming youth to an extreme 
old age, in a remote deſert, with- 
cout the company or ſociety of 
any man, except Anthony, with 
whom he converſed for a ſhort 
time, and that not long before 
his death, hath deſervedly ob- 
tained a greater reputation for 
piety in the Church of Chriſt. 


* See the citation from St, Auguſtine, in & 23. 
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tio us and uſeful corollaries are de- 
duced from the preceeding de- 
- ſeriptions of this Theology. How 
0 diſcern betwixt the fundamen- 
tal principles of religion, and 
- fich as are not fundamental; 
and betwixt damnable, danger- 
-. ous, and harmleſs errors. 


#2 Avixo Jad down the 
1 general idea of this 
Theology, together with the more 
diſtinct and particular explication 
thereof, I come now to the many 
and weighty propoſitions, and 
rules, and concluſions which may 
be deduced from this doctrine. 
And indeed fo various and mani- 
fold is the uſe of this Comparative 
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Theology" (which I have already 
explained) both in a private life, 
and alſo for the right ordering of 
the Church; it abounds with ſo 
many uſeful rules and inſtructions 
for every kind of life, that it 
would be hard to reckon up all 
that might be deduced from it by 
ſerious and attentive meditation. 
I ſhall inſtance only in a a few for 
a ſample. 111 
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§ 26. pliithen, by this doc- 

trine of Comparative Theology, it 
plainly appears, that the precepts 

of the Chriſtian Religion have pro- 
ceeded neither from the mere arbi- 

rary will of God, nor from his 

wrath and diſpleaſure ; but from 

love, favour and good-will towards 

fallen man. And the reaſon oF 

n 92 


5 . 
. 


P 


9 
A 
— * 7 
| 
+ "1 
_ 41m 
. 

1 
. 1 
3 

* P 
. f 
' M8 & 
' 
LH 

TF3 1 

* \ 
+ "a 

Is 7 
. IH 
. M4 
1 
. N 
7 
1 1 * 
4+ Ki, * 
=_ 
t 1 
7 8 2 
* LY 45 
£ 4 
___ 
a Pp 
"53 
+ 

e. 

410 
L . 
bs. 

1 Ws... 
1 5 
Ms 
8 K 81 
EE 
Wr - 
18 
FA 
a 
9 
© 

1 
=. 

a 

__ 

be. | 

ov 7 
WL 

_ 

1 
= 465 
. > 
* =". 

Wy. 

£1 * 

_ wil 

* "=o 
1 

; a3 
5 bl © 
4 7 Po ' 
» BY 
4 | 

- 3c 
3 

1 
_+ 

© 

43... 
"EY 
14 3 
£ + -Y 
n 
9 
84 
= 1 
= { 
1 
Wu f 
* i F 
1 
N 
o by 
"= 
FX | 
i 
„* 11 7 
1 bs 
* 4 
" 
1 
»© 
C6 - 
Ex 
# 
F * 

4 
"INV 
1 

4 1 
8 
* 

4 1 

: * 

: To 
£413 

B = 1 

3 

1 I 

» > 

. i 

: 147 

_— 

11 15 

! "= 
428 
3 
1 

T3304 
TH 
E 57S 
{94 
4 
664 
E 
3 


— 


"at 


. , N 22 
— n * 1 SLY. E — . I 
r * — — Ae — — * 
, 9p ys F — 


— 


52 CompanatIvt 
God hath impbſed the hard laws 


of penitence, ſe / uenial, and the 


renounci of the ward, as neceſ- 
would be faved, is not, that he 


men, or be avenged on them 
but becauſe there is no other ſafe 
and ſecure way of raiſing them to 
a true and laſting happineſs, be- 

ſides That which — precepts of 
- religion preſcribe. * God might 
indeed by vixtue of his Omuipotence 
ave reford man, who was fallen 
into fin and mifery, unto his ori - 


The remaining part of this, and the Whole 


of the next & is an anſwer to a tacit objection 
againſt the immediately preceeding doctrine, 
framed by or ſeif-love; which won' d be glad to 
| Have a change of beart and inclinations ( Repen- 

Vance, weilayoan) wroughtin us by the abſokure prever 
vf God, without thoſe difagreeable'means of morti- 
fication, ſeif-denial, and | renviencing the wworld, the un- 


Might exerciſe his authority over 
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ginal holy and happy ſtate, wich 


crual penitenre. But recent» expe- 


rience, andthe notable inſtance of 
inftability and inconſtancy which 
Adum had given, do evidently. diſ- 
pected this way; but that Adam, 
having lightly efcaped fo great a 
_ would have been the 

preſum pt uus to offend 


we, 0 Ars Op Wa * 


„1 —— ebiet To en hat- 


ever the omni pat ence of God confider'd alane, and 
abſtractediy from his other perfections could do; 
yet this could not be done conſiſtently with his 
wiſden and his goodneſs, and ſo could not be done 
at all by the all- perfect Being, (i. e. man could 
not be reſtorꝰꝗ in this way) is the deſign of the 
author's reaſoning here; in which nothing is laid 
that tends to admit of a paſſible reſtorati ue to hap- 


pinefs without a rbange of heart, the neceſſity ot 


which is ſhewn,in & 12, 23, 14, and 36, andy 
6, 9, and 12. See alſo the next note, on & 27, 
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have relapſed into his ſin and mi- 
ſery. So that if this method had 
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I been taken for recovering fallen 
| man, it is probable that Adam only 


this reaſon it was more agreeable, 
both to the wiſdum and goodneſs of 
God, to grant unto fallen man re- 
greſs and return unto his firſt ſtate 
of happineſs by the way of peni- 
tence only; which, though it be 
the more difficult, yet it is the 
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who come to great fortunes, ei- 
ther by inheritance, or by the 
bounty of their prince, are more 
probably inclined to ſquander 
] away their wealth, than others, 
who have acquired riches by their 
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ry, yet his children would readily 


would have been ſaved by it. For 


moſt ſure and fate. For as thoſe 
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own induſtry and labour, after 
they have felt the pinching diffi- 
culties of want and poverty; ſo 
it is not to be doubted, but thoſe 
men who have with difficulty 
wreſtled out of the deep gulph of 
ſin and miſery, and have come to 
happineſs by the rough, uneaſy, 
and narrow way of penitence, will 
prove far more conſtant in the love 
of their Creator, and more firm 
and reſolute in ſuſtaining and re- 
pelling the aſſaults of temptations, 
than either Adam was, who was 
created in a ſtate of felicity, or ; 
than his poſterity would have 
been, in caſe that happineſs had 
been by ſucceſſion tranſmitted un- 
to them from Adam. 


"9% - 


2e 


reer 


8 


n 
r 


8 74% 
* e 


9 27. If it ſhail here be enquired, 
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* 


if man immediately after his fall: 

I } and, having reſtored, confirmed him 

| \ alio in grace and holineſs, and put 
him out of all danger of falling 
again any more, ſo as he ſhould 
not have been afterwards ob- 
noxious unto ſin, no more than 
the glorious angels? I anſwer, 
That a confirmed fate of grace and 
Balineſs is the fruit as well as the 
reward of a previous and tried con- 
fancy and firmneſs in the love of 
God: That it was granted upon 
no other conditions to the angels, 
ho perſiſted in their duty and fi- 
| delity nor would have been given 
— -unto Adam, n he had not 
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3 % "NO the objection is more explicitely pro- 
14 | poſed than that in the preceeding 8; to the anſwer 
ip given to which (or to part of it) this is the reply 
I-14 of the objector. 
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finned, till after a competent time 


of trial faithfully ſpent in the love 
of God: Finally, That it is not 


poſſible that a reaſonable creature 
can attain to a conſummated ſtate 
of perfection by any other way, 
without infringing its liberty, which 
God will have PRYOR ſafe and 


inviolate. 


For ſuch is the nature of liberty / 


that without hurt and prejudice to 


itſelf, it cannot allow, that any of 


the faculties that are under its con- 
duct, eſpecially the will, ſhould 
be determined by any other princi- 
ple than itſelf, in their application 
to this rather than the other ſuitable 
object, after this rather than the 
other manner. Nevertheleſs it will 
ſuffer itſelf to be fixed and bound 
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either to good or evil, by cords of 
its own making. Such are the ha- 
tits contracted by long and con- 


tinued exerciſes of the acts of love, 
defire, complacency, enjoyment, 
and the like, upon the ſame ob- 


jects: whereby a man finds him- 


ſelf puſhed forward to the love, 


deſire, and enjoyment of thoſe ob- 
jects; and drawn back when he of- 
fers to ſeparate and withdraw his 
affections from them; ſo that, 
without difficulty and violence 
done to himſelf, he cannot abſtain 
from the acts unto which ſuch ha- 
bits do diſpoſe him, no more than 
exerciſe the contrary: which hath 
given the riſe td that vulgar max- 
im, Cuſtom is a ſecond nature. 


This is plain and undeniable in 


the caſe of evil pabits, that are fo 


*. . 
* 
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common and ordinary. For who 
knows not that gluttons, drunkards,” 
or laſcivious perſons, for example, 
are ſo enſlaved to thoſe vicious ha- 
bits and Tufts which they ſerve, that 
they cannot, without great diffi- 
culty and much ſtruggling, refrain 
from ſatiating their ſenſual defres 
and appetites, when they have it in 
their power.; nor be reclaimed 
from their diſſolute manner of 
life, to a ſober, a temperate and a 
chaſte converſation? This the Pro- 


phet Feremy doth ſignificantly ex- i 


preſs, when he ſaith, Can the Ethi- 
opian change his ſin, or the leopard 
his ſpots ? then may ye ao do good, 


who are accuſtomed 1 to 40 evil, Jer. 
xili. 23. | 


Nor is there leſs forth and effi- 


cacy in good habits, which are con- 
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tracted by a long. courſe of good 
actions, performed by the power 
of the Holy Ghoſt, whereby the 
old man is ſubdued and mortified, 

the new quickened and advanced, 

by degrees, till in the end he be- 
comes a perfect man. For when 
any perſon is once come this length, 
he becomes ready, forward and in- 
clined to good; ſlow, back ward 
and averſe to evil: as St. Jobn in- 
ſtructs us, Vboſoever is born of God 
doth not commit fin , for the ſeed of 
Cad abidetb in him, and be cannot 
fin, becauſe be is born of Cod, 1 
John iii. 9. To this the experi- 
ence alſo of the regenerate, Who 
declare that they find it ſo, * 
perfectly agree. 


After theſe good or qui] habits 
have received their proper and ſuit - 
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table culture from God, that is, 
after he has fortified and eſtabliſn- 
ed the good by renewed meaſures 
and communications of his grace, 
and has plied the evil with re- 
peated endeavours, and all to no 
purpoſe, to reclaim them; when 
he reſolves, that the graces of his 
Spirit ſhall not be any more proſ- 
tituted to the ſcorn and contempt 
of thoſe who are rooted in fin; 
and when he rewards the godly, 


for the good uſe that they have 


made of their liberty, with plen- 
tiful meaſures of grace, and takes 
the government of their free will 
(after they have freely reſigned it) 
into his own hands: then follows 


the final, unchangeable, and end- 


leſs obduration of the wicked in 
ſin, and the eftabliſhment of the 


godly in grace and holineſs, 
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Whence it appears, that rational 
free creatures can neither be eſta- 
bliſhed in a ſtate of grace, nor 
hardened in a ſtate of ſin, without 
infringing their liberty, except 
the free uſe and exerciſe thereof in 
good or evil (which, in good at 


leaſt, muſt be habitual) have gone 


before it. 


$ 28. Secondly, This doctrine 


of Comparative Theology diſcovers 


the ground of that which the A- 
poſtle delivers, 1 Cor. xiii. where 


he declares, that thoſe parts of 


religion which are commonly moſt 
eſteemed, (ſuch are, much know- 
ledge in divine things, orthodoxy, 
faith, and ſuffering of perſecution 
for the true religion, even unto 
death) will be unprofitable to ſal- 
vation without charity: becauſe 


a a 


„ A „ A & 9 -& £A pz za O 


e ſh 0 


2 ol 


THROLOG VW 63 


theſe, and all other things per- 
taining to religion, are for this 
end ordained and enjoined by 
God, that by them men may be 
brought to charity, or the love of 
God; ſo that if they do not attain 
to that end, they become vain 
and unprofitable. | Wherefore 
they are greatly deceived, who 
conceive good hopes, and enter- 
tain a good opinion of themſelves, 
and of their own ſpiritual condi- 


tion ; becauſe they belong to this 1 35 


or the other party of Chriſtians, 
becauſe they are diligent or aſſi- 
duous in hearing, reading, pray- 
ing, and communicating; all 
theſe being too weak ſupports 
whereupon to build a ſolid hope 
of ſalvation. For unleſs men will 
denounce war againſt their cor- 

rupt nature, renounce the world, 
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and deny themſelves, they ſhall 


never recover the true and ſincere 


love of God; and, without the 
unfeigned love of God, they ſhall 
never come to his preſence, nor to 


the dwelling-place of the bleſſed. 


929. Thirdly, This Theology 


teacheth us how to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the eſſential or fundamental 
principles of religion, and thpſe 
that are not fundamental. And 
here T take the eſſence of religion 
not ſtrictly, for that only which 
belongeth to religion, always, and 
in all ſtates, (in which ſenſe the 
love of Ged alone makes up the 
whole eſſence of religion; ) but 
more largely, for all thoſe things 
which are neceſſary for men, con- 
ſidered in a ſtate of corrupt nature, 
that they may be fitted for and 
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and brought into the enjoyment of 
eternal happineſs. Now, whereas 
ſome parts of religion are means 
of ſalvation, bath neceſſary, and 


ſure or infallible; others neceſ- 


ſary but not ſure; and others are 
indeed means of ſalvation, but 
neither ſure nor neceſſaryꝰ: it is 
evident that the precepts and in- 
ſtitutions of the third claſs. do by 
no means beleng to the tribe of 
the fundamentals of religion. 
Moreover, becauſe a fundamental 
principle of religion, properly ſo 


called, is that, the knowledge 


whereof 1s neceſſary to ſalvation, 
directly, and of itſelf; and all the 
precepts and inſtitutions of the 


firſt elaſs, and they only, are ſuch: 


2 . e, abſolutely ſo. See Note 1ſt, en d 24. 
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from this it does appear, that the 
whole family of the fundamentals 
F of religion is contained within the 
limits of the firſt claſs. But be- 
cauſe men can by no other means 
come to the certain knowledge of 
the fundamentals of religion, than 
by the Scriptures; © therefore, to 
/ know the Scriptures, and to ac- 
: ; \ knowledge them for a ſure and 
; 1 infallible rule of faith, may be 
Jcalled a ſecondary fundamental Lan 
* _ of religion. Ip 
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8 30. Fourthly, This Theology : 
teacheth alſo the difference of er- 7 
rors; that ſome are damnable and = 
pernicious, ſome dangeroug only, and : 
ſome harmleſs. All thoſe errors, 1 
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touching faith and religion, which 
do neceſſarily ſubvert ſome funda- 
mental principle of religion, and 
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that in the opinion and judgment 
of the erring perſon; or that can- 
not ſubſiſt at the ſame time, and in 
the ſame mind with the belief of 
the fundamental principles of re- 
ligion: theſe, and theſe only, 


are to be looked upon as deſtruc- 


tive and damnable; and, as ſuch, 
are with great care and diligence 
to be expelled out of the confines 
of the Church. For the Chriſtian 
religion is like a bridge, by which 
alone men can go from this val- 
ley of miſeries to the bleſſed re- 
gions of light and peace; and the 
fundamental principles of religion are 
as ſo many arches, which, joined 
and united together, make up this 
bridge: and therefore thoſe errors 


that overturn any of the funds 
mental principles of religion, do, 
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as it were, cut out an arch from 


the bridge; whereby a breach is 
made in it, and the paſſage by it 


unto heaven is thus cut off and 
obſtructed. | 


$ 31. Again, thoſe errors are to 


be avoided, as dangerous, Whoſe - 


tendency is to make men remiſs 
and negligent in the buſineſs of 
their ſalvation. Of this kind is 
that error aſcribed to Origen, con- 
cerning the puniſhment of the devils 
and damned, That, after a long 
courſe of time it ſhall come to an 
end; and that the damned them- 
ſelves ſhall at laſt be tranflated in- 
to the habitations of the bleſſed. 
By which doctrine it is evident, 
that the fear of hell, and the 
force thereof to reſtrain men from 
ſin, is in a great meaſure 'weak- 
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ered and infringed. * Pinally, 
thoſe errors may be tolerated, as 
harmleſs, whereby a Chriſtian, who 
is in the way of ſalvation, is nei- 
ther let nor retarded in his courſe. 
Such was the error of St. Cyprian, 
concerning the rebaptizution of he- 
reticks; and another of Irenznus, 
who writes, that our Saviour Was 
Fifty years old when he fuffered. 


I 42. From hence, in the Sfth 
place, we may draw rules and 


* But if any man ſhould be fond of that opi- 
nion, let him, in order to prevent this ill effect, 
feriouſty confider how mad a choice it would be, 
for the tranſient, unſatisſying pleaſures of this 
ſhort life (let them be higher and leſs allay'd with 
pain than ever man yet enjoy'd them) to endure 
exquiſite, unallay' d, and unceafing torments, 
ſor (at leaſt two) ages of ages, Xiavi; &i4cvwy.; not 


much ſhort of ten millions, or ten thouſand 


thouſand years, But if they ſhould be 3, 4, ro, 
100, &c. ages (for the word 4gvec has no num- 
ber join'd to it) how horrible but to think on } 
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principles, for directing not only 
private Chriſtians, how far they 
may entertain or refuſe external 
communion with the different, or 
even adyerſe ſects and ſocieties of 
Chriſtians, into which the unity 
of the Chriſtian Church is miſer- 


ably divided and rent aſunder; but 


Church-Governors alſo, in the 
making and abrogating Eccleſiaſ- 
tical laws. For whereas the end 
and deſign of thoſe, Chriſtian ſo- 
cieties, Which we call Churches, is, 
that by their help every private 
Chriſtian may be forwarded in a 
courſe of piety, and aſſiſted in 


working out his falvation ; it is 


plain, Firſt, That a Chriſtian, who 
lays the work of his ſalvation to 
heart, ought (if his circumſtances 
will permit him) to join himſelf 
unto, and aſſociate with thoſe 


THEOLOG TJ 71 
Churches, wherein the beſt helps |; 
to piety are to be found. Next, | 
That he muſt abſtain from the | 
communion of thoſe Churches, 
whoſe fellowſhip is apt to hinder ; 
or retard his progreſs in true pie- {| 
ty, either becauſe the purity of | 
the Chriſtian doctrine is thereby 
corrupted with evil principles, and 
ſuch as flatter corrupt nature : or 

| becauſe the force and efficacy of 
found and wholeſome doctrine is 
impaired and enervated by the 
miſchievous examples of a worldly 
life ; or, finally, becauſe the pri- 
vilege of communion 1s annexed 
to ſomething that is unlawful, as a 
neceſſary condition thereof. Third- 
ly, That the communion of that 
Church, whereof he is a member 
| already, and whoſe fellowſhip, 

though it be little uſeful to piety, 
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yet. is nat; prejudicial 40 it, thould 
be continued in, in, caſe. i it cannot 


be forſaken without lame great in- 
SMavenience. 4 


8 33. For the ns reaſon alſo 
it decomes the duty of all thoſe 


who are promoted to the govern- 
ment of Churches, to make uſe of 


their power and authority for edifi- 

cation, and not for deftruttion ; not 
enjoining any thing that is not con- 
ducive to the advancement of 
Chriſtians in true piety, nor re- 


quiring any thing, as 3 neceſſary 
condition of external communion, 
1 | which any ſober perſon in his right 


mind, and who is acted by a ſeri- 


; ous and ſincere deſire after holi- 
ness, cannot perform with a good 


conſcience, leſt they chance to 
debar from the external communion 
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of their Church thoſe whom Chriſt ,,, 
hath honoured with inward and ;; i 


| q 
ſpiritual communion with himſelf 0 14 N 
and with the ſaints, that is, wit! 
the inviſible Church; and, finally, 
conſtraining no perſons againſt Y | 
their mind and conſcience to an ex- : | 32 
ternal communion with any Church: 4.4. | 


) 


In this corollary we may be- 
hold, as in a glaſs, ihe deplorable * 
Rate of the Chriſtian world at this 
day, wherein almoſt every ſect of 
Chriſtians, at leaſt the ruling part 
among them, do require 'the be- } 
lief and profeſſion of their pecu- : 
liar and diſtinguiſhing doctrines 
(which are ſome of them obſcure, 
others doubtful and uncertain, and 
others falſe) as a neceſſary condi- 
tion of communion; ſowing by- 
n £1 W470! 1 
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this means the ſeeds of diſcard, and 
\ \ dizy/foth and batred among Chriſ- 
} | tians, inſtead of that UNITY, 
1 


and LOVE, and CONCORD, 
which our Saviour ſo earneſtly re- 
+ commended to his diſciples. Nor 
is this all; but they do what in 
them lies to force all others, by 
mulcts, baniſhments, and corpo- 
I \ ral puniſhments, to embrace their 
' \ communion, and to tylfil the 
conditions thereof: and by ſo do- 
ing, inſtead of making men Chriſ- 
* tians, they only make them hypo- 
* critesz of all ſigners the moſt hate- 
ful in he fight of God. 


9834. Laſt of all, From this 
ſcheme of Comparatiue 1 hechagy 
does plainly appear, that Church- 
0 \ government is fuch a mean of reco- 
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cher neceſſary, nor ſure and in- 
fallible ; and conſequently,” that 
it is not a fundamental principle, 


nor an eſſential member of the 


Chriſtian religion; and that in 
the body thereof it holds the place, 
not of the heart or other vitals, 
but of the more extreme parts. 
This is a matter that ought to be 
well conſidered by all Chriftians, 
but eſpecially by thoſe among 
whom bitter envyings, and ſtrifes, 
and contentions are kept up, diſ- 
cord and tumults are raiſed, ani - 
moſities and hatred are exerciſed 
about particular forms of Chyrth 
government and diſcipline, to the 
great reproach of Chriſtianity, 


the feandal of the weak, and the 


see iſt Note on 8 24. 
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woful decay, or (ſhall I ſay ?) the 


utter ruin and ſubverſion of true 
piety. How much. better were 
it, and more conducive to the 
honour of the Chriſtian religion, 
to piety, and to peace, that Chriſ- 
tians ſhould rather exerciſe a mu- 
tual forbearance in this caſe, by 
allowing every one free liberty ro 
think, and ſpeak, and act as they 
pleaſe, in theſe and other ſuch like 
matters, that are remote from the 
center of religion; concerning 
which ſincere lovers of truth and 
holineſs may differ in their judg- 


ments, and that without any pre- 


judice to mutual love and the du- 
ties of charity, either among ſin- 
gle perſons, or among the ſocie- 
ties of Chriſtians and Churches. 


The coveruslon. 


77 5 the uſe of this 7 beology is 
more particularly declared. The 
inconveniency to which they are 
expoſed, who are not. acquinted 
with it. The character of one 


who follows. its direftion. The 
N. 


$3 5. Ron all that has been ſaid, 
the notable. uſe and ne- 
ceſſity of this Comparative Theology 


does abundantly appear. For he 


who does not underſtand the various 
and different reſpects and relations 
of the ſeveral parts of religion 
to one another (which this Theo- 
logy teaches) cannot but often 
ſtumble and fall, and wander in 
his way toeternal life. For either, 


Firſt, He will conſider all the 
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parts of religion as equal, and 
ſtanding upon the ſame level; 
and ſo will apply himſelf to them 
indifferently, without order or 
choice, practiſing now one duty, 
then another, as his inclinations 
or circumſtances fhall - prompt 
him: not unlike to an unſkilfu 
huſbandman, that ſhould take 
much pains in ſowing, digging, 
tilling, harrowing, Cc. his ground, 
without any regard to the order or 
ſeaſon that ought to be obſerved 
therein. For as this man would 
unavoidably fall ſhort of the 
hop'd-for reward of his labours, 
I mean, of a plentiful harveſt ; 
ſo the other would infallibly loſe 
the fruit and reward of a religi- 
ous converſation, viz.  regenera- 
tion and eternal life. Now, I 
make no doubt but there are many 
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fuch to be found among the pro- 
feſſors of Chriſtianity, who con- 
ſidering only what is common to 
all the parts and precepts of their 
religion, viz. the ſtamp of divi 
authority, and not attending to 
the proper and peculiar aims of 
— 4 = of hom in particular, 
do keep a mighty ſtir, and are 
much taken. up about religion to 
little purpoſe, without making 
any conſiderable progreſs in it : 
like the men of Sodom, who, be- 
ing ſmitten with blindneſs, wearied 
themſelves in vain to find the door 
of Lyt's houſe; and ſeem to be 
pointed out by the Apoſtle, under 
the figure of /illy women, who are 
ever learning, and never able to 
come to the (ſaving and practical) 
knewledge of the truth. Or, = 


80 


Secondly, He will prefer the Je/- 
fer and lighter matters of religion 
to ſuch as are greater and more 
weighty ; with which our Saviour 
upbraids the Scribes and Phariſees ; 
who paid tithes of mint, cummin 
and aniſe ; but neglected the weigh- 
tier matters of the law, judgment, 
mercy and truth: A fault whereof 
the greater part of Chriſtians are 
a guilty, who put a greater value 
| upon a right belief and perſuafion 
touching things /eſ5 neceſſary (ſuch. 
as are almoſt all the diſtinguiſhing 
doctrines of every ſect of Chriſ- 
tians, together with ſome religi- 
ous rites, and particular rules and 
forms of Church diſcipline and 
; government, much controverted | 
in theſe times; concerning which ? 
a man may think and act thus or p 
otherwiſe, provided he act not 
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againſt his conſcience without pre- 
judice to his ſalvation) than they 
do upon holineſs of heart and life, 


without which no man 1 ſpall ſee Cod, 
Heb. xii. 14. being leſs ſolicitous 


for this than the other. For as 


in their own practice they ſtudy 
more to be ortbodex, than to be 


humble, charitable, mortified to the 


world, and ſelf-denied ; ſo they do 


with open arms receive into their 


communion all that agree with 


them in doctrine and worſhip, be 
their lives ever ſo ſenſual and 
worldly ; but do exclude, as aliens 


and ſtrangers, all ſuch as differ 


from them in theſe matters, be 
their lives otherwiſe never fo 
harmleſs and holy; ſeeking ra- 
ther to gain diſciples and follow- 
ers to their own way and party, 
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than to Chriſt and is religion : : 
who, if with the proſelytes of the 
Scribes and Phariſees they grow 
not worſe, yet will certainly get 
little more by their change, than 
an exchange of opinions, and of 
the modes and circumſtances of 
external worſhip. 

They alſo ſplit upon this ſame 
rock, Who, neglecting the capital 
virtuesof theChriſtian religion, take 
up their reſt in the means ſubſervient 
thereunto; ſuch as are theScriptures, 
Sermons, Sacraments, and the like; 


whoſe uſe is, to inſtruct men in 


the eſſential duties of religion, to 
ſtir them up to, and aſſiſt them 
in, the performance of them. In 
which we may obſerve many to be 
much employed; who think, 
that in ſo doing they Have rea- 
ſonably well diſcharged their duty 
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as Chriſtians, though they never 
aſpire after humility, the mortifica- 


tion of the fleſh, the Yenouncing of 


the world, and the | love of God, 
and their neighbour for the ſake 
of which alone all thoſe other 
things, wherewith they are ſo 
much taken up, were intended 
and appointed: not in the leaſt 
wiſer than one, who, intending a 
journey to ſome remote country 
or city, ſhould employ all his time 


and care in providing and vie w- 


ing of horſes, chariots, ſervants, 
proviſions, and other neceſſaries 
for travelling; and in the mean 
time never ſtir a foot ftom home, 
to ſet forward on the journey. Or, 


Thirdly, He will flight and neg- 


led the inferior, miniftring, and — 
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ſervient parts and duties of religion, 
and ſeek to come at thoſe of the 
higheſt rank and degree without 
them : with no better ſucceſs, 
than if a man ſhould. endeavour 
to get up to the top of a high 


tower. without the help of the 
ſtairs that lead to it, by throwing 


out his arms, ſtraining his body, 


and ſtanding on tip-toe. And 
this fault is but too common 


among Chriſtians, who imagine 


they can attain to the internal vir- 


tues of contrition, humility, con- 


tempt of the world, ſelf-denial, 
the love of God, c. by medita- 


tion and thinking only, without 
practiſing the external good works 


that diſpoſe and lead thereunto, 


and without avoiding the allure- 
ments and temptations to the 
contrary vices; ſuch as riches, 
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honours, pleaſures, and the fa- 
miliarity and friendſhip of world- 
ly=minded men: acting in this 
with as little colour of reaſon, as 
one, who being ſhut up in a dark 
priſon, or plunged in ſnow up to 
the chin, ſhould expect to be en- 
lightned or warmed by the mere. 
force of his imagination, with- 
out coming forth into the bright. 
and warm ſun. 

To theſe we may add ſome 


others, who boaſt of inward ma- | 


nifeſtations of the Spirit, com- 
munion with God, ſpiritual joys, 
and ſuch like rewards and com- 
forts of a pure heart; although 
they have not as yet purged out 
the old leaven of carnal luſts and 
earthly affections: embracing the 
ſhadow Tor n tubſtance. © 
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$ 36. On the contrary, he who 
is —— with the doctrine of 
this pure and peactable 7. Beology; 
and will chuſe to follow its direc- 
tions, conſiders charity, or the 
love of God, as the great end, and 
the other duties and virtues be- 


longing to the Chriſtian religion, 


as the means appointed for at- 
taining thereunto: and accor- 
dingly he makes the firſt his great 
aim and buſineſs, and the reſt he 


regardeth and uſeth only in con- 


ſideration of their ſubſerviency to 
this firſt. He reads the Scriptures, 
meditates, hears Sermons, re- 
ceives the Sacraments, and per- 
forms the other ſubſervient duties 


of religion, not that he may reſt 


in them, but that by their means 
he may be ſtirred up and helped 
forward to the contempt of him- 
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ſelf and the world, and to the 


love of God, and of his neigh- 
bour for God's ſake; Vow 
- that all the labour that is laid out 
that way is loſt, if it do not con- 
tribute to this end. And as, 
though eating and drinking are 
the neceſſary means of life and 


health, yet men muſt not be al- 


ways eating and drinking, but 
muſt allow ſome time for di- 
geſtion ; ; ſo he obſerves a medio- 
crity in reading the Scriptures, 
hearing Sermons, Cc. avoiding 
exceſs therein as hurtful.* 


There is no help to piety, how 
mean and contemptible ſoever it 
* vis, without digeſtion, by ſerious medita- 


tion, or thinking on them, with humble and hear- 
ty prayer for the affiftance of the holy Spirit, till 


_ © his affections and wul are 1 by what he 


has read or neard. 
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may appear, which he either def. 
piſes in his own practice, or con- 
demns in anothers: yet he is not 
ſo much wedded to any external 
means of ſalvation, which are not 
"neceſſary, but that he can lay 


them aſide, in caſe they 3 are through 
long uſe, or rather abuſe, become 
unprofitable or hurtful; as was 
"the brazen ſerpent. ' He is nei- 
ther ſo fond nor ſo afraid of any 
religious rite or ceremony, or ec- 
clefiaſtical cuſtom, that is inno- 
cent, and being indifferent in it- 


ſelf, may be uſed for a good end, 


but he can either uſe or abſtain 


from it, as the peace of the 


Church, or the edification of his 
neighbour does require : herein 


imitating the Apoſtle, who 7o tbe 


Fes, bectme as a Few, that be 


might gain the Fetus; to them that 
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law, that he might gain them that 
ere under the law; to them that 


that he might gain them that mere 


 ewwithout law. To the weak be be- 
came as weak, that he might gain 


the weak. Finally, be was made al! 


things unto all men, that be might 


by all means ſave fone, 1 Cor. i ix. 


a0, Sc. 


The neceſſary fundamental truths 


of religion he finds to be but few; 
to which he firmly adheres, and 
lays them up carefully in his 
pF but is leſs taken up with 
the reſt ; concerning which he 
loves not .to debate with any per- 
ſon z well knowing that as few 
controverlies were ever ended 
M 
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were under the law, as under the 
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this way, ſo the minds of men 
are thereby diverted from tlie ſtu- 
dy of holineſs; and hatred, ani- 
abe diviſions, and perſecu- 
tions are begotten and fomented ; 
and that a further progreſs and 
advancement in the ſaving know- - 
ledge of the truth is better at- 
tained by holy living, than by 


much diſputing. He maintains 


an inward ſpiritual communion of 
love and affection with all that 
truly fear God, and- ſincerely ſeek 
him, however much they may 
differ from him, and among 
themſelves, concerning the mat- 
ters of religion that are leſs ne- 
ceſſary; being ready to entertain 
external communion with them; 
ſo far as the terms and conditions 


of external communion ' which 


they require wilt allow, and ſo 
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far as they do not obſtruct the 
love of God, and the mortifying 
of our corrupt nature: but care- 
fully avoids the company and fa- 
miliarity of all wicked and world- 
ly-minded men, as hurtful and 
contagious, although they agree 
with him in the profeſſion of the 


ſame doctrine * outward wor- 
_ 


$ 37 Theſe APES deidrecd 
to have been treated of with grea- 
ter accuracy, and at more length; 
but the ſhortneſs of the time allot- 
ted for this exerciſe hath obliged 
me to abridge them, and ſilently 
to paſs over others of ſome conſe- 
quence. Beſides, I am afraid my 
hearers may already be weary of 
this diſcourſe, which the great. 
variety of matter, that of neceſ-- 
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ſity muſt be crowded into its nar» 
row bounds, hath rendred more 
profitable than pleaſant ; and 
therefore I ſhall here put a ſtop to 
it : heartily recommending che 
heads of it to you, My dear Fellow- 
fudents, to be further digeſted, 
amplified and jenlarged by you, 
in your more retired: thoughts and 
private meditations; and to the 
Father of lights, to be by him 
plentifully watered with the bleſ- 
ſing of heaven. TA 53 


To the all- good, all-wiſe, and al « 
mighty Lord our God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, be praiſe and g/or 
Vn ever. AMEN. 


